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THE DR. INCREASE MATHEWS HOUSE

Dr. Increase Mathews recorded with a quill pen a list of
expenses for construction of his stone cottage in 1805. Eighty
years later his granddaughter added two stories to the home.
It is fortunate that the builder of the house bequeathed by
Mrs. F. F. Frazier to the Pioneer and Historical Society
realized that he was making history and that he penned a
record of his home and family.

These records include a diary kept by Dr. Mathews on an
exploratory trip from Massachusetts to Ohio in 1798. His
great grandson, Willis A. Bailey, edited this diary and it was
published in the ‘“New England Historical and Genealogical
Register’”” in 1932. Bailey had copies printed in booklet form.

Mathews also wrote by candle light a list of articles sold.in
his hewed log store. On the last page of his day book he
listed the ‘‘Expense of Stone House,”” now the oldest house in
Zanesville and home of the Pioneer Society.

The descendants of Dr. Mathews inherited his sense of
history. They handed the day book down from generation to
generation. When his great grandson, Graham Bailey, sold
the family drug business in 1943, he found the Mathews day
book in a dark corner of the safe and presented it to the
Pioneer Society.

This day book and Zanesville records provide a fairly com-
plete account of Mathews after he came to Ohio. But we
know little about the first twenty-eight years of his life. He
was born on December 22, 1772, at New Braintree,
Massachusetts. His father was Daniel Mathews, Jr., a
descendant in the third generation of John Mathews, who, ac-
cording to family tradition, was a native of France.

Huldah Putnam was the mother of Increase Mathews. She
was a sister of General Rufus Putnam, Revolutionary War
veteran and leader of the forty-eight pioneers who made the
first legal settlement in Ohio at Marietta in 1788.




A large portico protected the main entrance to the Mathews
House in the 19th century.

Increase was the ninth of ten children born to Daniel and
Huldah Mathews. He enjoyed telling his grandchildren of his
earliest recollection, the excitement of adults, the joyous
clanging of bells and the firing of muskets to celebrate the
signing of the Declaration of Independence.

Young Increase probably learned his three R’s at a country
school. His father taught him how to plant, plow and husk
corn. He found time to learn to play the cello.

One of his father’s brothers was a physician. Perhaps that
example encouraged Increase to study medicine with Dr.
Field of Oakham, Massachusetts. He read Dr. Field’s
medical books and rode with his mentor in a buggy to make
calls on patients. In a few years he had mastered the limited
medical knowledge of his day. Where would he practice?

New England did not offer much opportunity. A depression
had followed the Revolutionary War. People looked to the
West as the land of opportunity. Letters from his Uncle
Rufus Putnam praised the rich soil of the Muskingum Valley.
John Mathews, brother of Increase, was a surveyer at
Marietta. He also wrote home about the opportunities in the
Ohio country.
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Increase Mathews decided to have a look at this western
land. On June 4, 1798, he started on horseback from Oakham
for Marietta. In his diary he methodically recorded the num-
ber of miles he traveled each day and described the land and
the tavern accommodations.

After crossing Sideling Hill he stopped at a small tavern
that housed thirty-six people. At Somerset two days later he
slept three in a bed in a log tavern. On July 13 he arrived at
Wheeling and took a mail boat down the Ohio River. The boat
floated downward all night.

His brother John met him at Marietta. Together they walk-
ed up to the home of their Uncle Rufus Putnam for
breakfast. That home, enclosed in a glass and brick building,
was the original section of Campus Martius Museum.

Increase spent the night with his Uncle Rufus. Then he
started to visit relatives and inspect the land. At Belpre he
visited his sister, Mrs. Jonathan Stone. From there he conti-
nued down the Ohio River to Gallipolis where his brother-in-
law Stone was surveying. Later he came up the Muskingum
and explored the land near Beverly.

He did not keep his eyes on the land at all times. With Ed-
ward Tupper he visited Mr. and Mrs. Harman Blennerhassett
on their island in the Ohio River below Belpre. These Irish
aristocrats had not yet become entangled in the web of Aaron
Burr’s alleged conspiracy.

Mathews wrote in his diary: ‘‘Miss Sally London is at the
island on a visit. She is on the whole an amiable girl and
possessed of many of those qualities which make a good
companion. She is kind, obliging, ever in good spirits and free
from affectation.”

She almost made Increase forget his interest in the land.
At no place on his visit to the Ohio country was he inspired
to write in his diary such complimentary effusions about the
rich soil. But he escaped her charms and after a month and a
half returned home.

On April 25, 1799, about eight months after his return, he
married Abigail Willis at her father’s home in Oakham. Their
first child, Melissa, was born at New Braintree on January
27, 1800.

Increase decided to seek his fortune on the Muskingum. In
the autumn of 1800, when Melissa was not a year old, the
family braved steep mountains, dense woods and narrow bri-
dle paths to come to Marietta. They spent the winter and
early spring with relatives there.




Early in 1801 Increase Mathews came with his wife and
child and his brother John to Zanesville. Dr. Mathews was
the first physician in the settlement. The few residents of the
town at that early date were robust and healthy, and there
was not enough sickness for the full time practice of
medicine.

With Yankee ingenuity the Mathews brothers, a physician
and a surveyor, opened the first store in Zanesville at the
northwest corner of Third and Main streets. They sold
drygoods, groceries, hardware, liquor, clothing and drugs.

Elijah Hart Church had the day book of the Mathews store
open before him when he wrote an article for the ‘‘Courier”
in 1888. Prices were in pounds, shillings and pence because
English money was still in circulation. Church converted the
prices to dollars and cents,

John Mclntire, founder of Zanesville, paid 31 cents for a
pound of shot. A pound of gun powder cost William Gardner
65 cents. David Harvey reached deep in the pockets of his
jeans for $2.25 to pay for two gallons of whiskey.

It must be remembered that all the merchandise Mathews
sold was slowly and laboriously hauled over the mountains by
pack horse to Wheeling. There it was loaded on flatboats,
floated to Marietta and poled up the Muskingum.

Other sales recorded in the Mathews day book in 1801 were
as follows: corn meal, 73 cents a bushel; paper of pins, 37
cents; pound of imported sugar, 25 cents; gingham, $1.58 per
yard; muslin, 79 to 85 cents per yard; tobacco, 25 to 37%
cents per pound; and one bandana handkerchief, $1.12%2.

Cash was scarce on the frontier. The pioneer settlers led a
hand-to-mouth existence. If they raised more than they could
eat, there was no market for their surplus produce. Business
was conducted by barter.

Dr. Mathews accepted furs in exchange for merchandise.
He allowed 37% cents for a doe skin, 50 cents for a deer skin
and 30 cents for a coon skin at his Zanesville store.

That store at Third and Main streets, however, was only a
stop-gap affair. Dr. Mathews knew that there was more mo-
ney to be made in selling land than in weighing tobacco or
measuring whiskey.

One sunny June morning in 1801 Dr. Mathews packed some
clean shirts in his saddle bag and said good bye to his wife.
Then he climbed into the saddle and headed his horse over
the ridges, past Captain Chandler’s salt well, toward Mariet-
ta. After jogging through the woods for several hours, he saw
another rider. It was his neighbor J ohn Mclntire.







